They’re arbiters of elegance, style divas z-md the first
ports of call when the international jetset come
visiting. Meet Mymbai’s Sunita Pitamber,

Delhi’s Sunita Kohli and Kolkata’s Sunita Kumar,
whose dinner parties dominate the social landscapes
of the cities they live in

t 18, she was married to a

natonally-acclaimed tennis player.
At 58, she is still creating news.

Meet Sunita Kumar, wife of Naresh

A

Kumar, consultant designer to

Hermes spotting her in a saree

embellished with Hermes’ scarves!

1 -"‘a\'“"fn’;'l'f‘ Khosla:

Ever since, she has been the pivotal

Bgure behind the setting up of Hermes Designer Sarees, woven with the finest silk.
You saw her recently in M F Husain’s magnum opus, Gaja Gamini. Husain, also her

great buddy, could only think of her to replicate ‘the presence of 2 Rajmata’ onscreen.

In fact, her Husain connection goes back a long way. She had even teamed up with him

for an art exhibition earlier. The as
eamnt what it means to be civilised. “My facher one like Husain, and has shows across the world.

granae aame 1s also an accomplished painter,

isly. He wowld take me along with him Husain has created most of his works from her
and fumitwre.” When he died in 1992, But then her list of celeb friends does not end with Husain, reading like 2 Who's Who.

-

house whenever he has been in Kolkasa.

ha: Was India. Prince Michael of Greece, Prince Philippe of Belgium, poet Stephen Spender, celebrated che
» sum 1ptal of how one has been Mossiman, Lord Jeffrey Archer, Mick Jagger, Jerry

Hall, Cricketer Ted Dexter, while doser
Englisli Literature at Lady Shri Ram

home, it’s Tiger Pataudi, Sharmila Tagore, Amitabh and Jaya Bachchan

chan... the list goes on.
She has also penned a book on Mother Teresa. Not surprising for someone who was so

versity, prepared Kohli for an accidental

he restoration of the state rooms at close to the Mother for over three decades. But what is more interesting, is the perspective
van Obero|in Egypt, the home of Sidharth behind the project. “The world has seen and read of her halo. I wanted to talk about her
-orporate ofice in Coimbatore, she’s done it more humane side. For example, how many people know

w of her great sense of humours”
m she’: never done lunch, “because | she queries.

tumed fron school™. Being pals with a set Her hectic social activities include an annual pilgrimage to Wimbledon, “Naresh has been
going there ever since 1949, | got married to him in 1961 and I've been accompanying him
ever since. Wimbledon is essentially the annual get-together where you are sure you will
meet friends whom you haven't seen the whole year round.”

red or the sarees she wears — only silks and otton — Kohli’s style is all So for one whole month, Wimbledon beco

ners”, vthich she always throws

15 th2 famewars and shakiooshs she’s

mes home for the Kumars. “It sounds funny,

teen throtch s EBend Ta

va Bachchar “No beiges and blacks for me. And only jadw jewellery. No diamonds,” but I feel totally at home at the tournament. The idea of being able to watch world class
ndee rough m aya bachin ) T J <= o T .
i ' B e T she savg tennis is so exciting,” she adds. /
needed space so | offered them my Juhu he says. .
-ne. But it’s my And even as she nuwith her cook, there is at least

Now, of course Paris takes away a lot of her time, thanks to Hermes. But for this
Lo N _ - o0e cocial dimber aaaa wino wovld wat Pdia 100 be part of her social circle, jetsetting Sunita, it’s just another day in paradise.
R T and M\(\q\f wWith — Aveyan A \ marquises. _ Sudeshna Chatt-
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